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ECHO, ExCEL'’s Coop-
erative Homeschool Op-
portunity—for those of
you who don’t know—is
finishing up another year
of academic offerings.
As a co-op of parents, we
share our talents to en-
rich our homeschooling
efforts. In addition to
nursery and preschool
classes, this year we of-
fered courses in writing,

spelling, cook-
ing/nutrition, lan-
guages (Spanish,
Latin, and American
Sign Language,)
worldview, art, fitness
(for kids), natural sci-
ences, math, classical
music (history and ap-
preciation), and of
course more science!
We have a lot of talent
in our group to share!
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The last day of Spring
Term in May 4th.

PLEASE NOTE: The
deadline to turn in re-
ceipts for reimburse-
ments is April 27th so
that Steve can cut reim-
bursement checks and
we can plan for the
next year's finances.

reading/literature,

/

Once again we are ready to plan for
fall term.

PLEASE see the article on the
back so you are “in the know!”

If you read about the changes and
are still interested in teaching a
class next fall, please pick up and
fill out a class description form to let
us know all the details of what you
would be willing to do and when,
and turn it into Leann’s folder. If,

0 after reading about the coming
changes, you know you won't be
able to come to co-op next fall or

0 . .
that you will only be coming for part
of the day, if you could email Leann

1 to let her know

(leann.collins@juno.com), that
would be most helpful. If | know I'm
losing 4 or 5 families as we usually
do just to people’s lives changing, |
can allow new people who want to
teach a class in. Otherwise new
people will be excluded from teach-
ing a class their first term because |

will not know whether | have room for
them or not. Class Description forms
will be out on the table in the foyer start-
ing this next week and for each week
until the end of co-op. (I might even try
to email you one if possible.) | will begin
planning fall term as soon as | get the
class descriptions in with all the perti-
nent information. Some of you have
already mentioned what you are inter-
ested in teaching. Please fill out the
forms anyway as | will then have all the
information in one place.

Just from the discussions I've had with
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ExCEL'’s Science Olympiad Teams
all qualified for the State Tournament
at the regional competition on March
17rh at Hudson’s Bay High School.

At the State Tournament, our middle
school Beta Team took 6th place and
our Alpha Team one first place and

On Saturday ExXCEL took first place
at the Washington State Ocean Sci-
ences Bowl held at the University of
Washington. Rebekah Altig, Kyle
Crockford, Drew Goss, B.J.
Schlecht, and Kirsten Williams went

ExCEL'’s middle school teams competed January 27th in
the Oregon/Western Washington Regional Science Bowl.
Alpha Team members Annika Horlings, Brita Horlings,
Robbin Goss, Kirben Smoody, and Trisha Williams re-

__ ceived a 2nd place award. Team member Kirben

will go on to represent
Washington at the Na-
tional Science Olympiad
Tournament in Witchita,
Kansas in May.

Our High School Team
also did amazingly well
taking 3rd place
at the State
level. Thisis
particularly ex-
citing since this
is the first year
we have had a full high

| school team and the

~ highschoolers mostly stud-
ied on their own since they
were only able to meet
once a month as a group.

~ We are unsure whether we

Portland.

undefeated through 10 rounds of
competition. Ocean Bowl is a quiz-
show style competition with teams
buzzing in to answer questions from
all aspects of the ocean - including
chemistry, physics, geography, geol-

the afternoon. Beta Team members were Genny Billing-
ton, Rebecca Sokolowski, Noah Collins, Wilven Smoody,
and Hayley Williams.

~ EXCEL’s High School Teams competed the following

Smoody also earned an all star award for being one of the Weekend. The eventis sponsored by the Bonneville
top answering students of the day. ExCEL'’s Beta Team
also did well, making it to the double elimination round in

Power Administration and is held at the University of

will be able to have a high school

~ team next year because of potential
changes in the rules at the state level
that would define our running start
students as “not Homeschooled.”

We are very proud of all our students!
They won a lot of individual medals.
Congratulations Teams!!

ogy, marine life, current events and
history. The team now will represent
Washington at the National competi-
tion in April in Stony Brook, NY.
Good job!
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If your children are ages 10 or up
and you have not had them partici-
pate on one of our science teams,
you should consider it. Science is
one of the things we do well as an
organization and the Science Olym-
piad Teams are great for teaching
team work and cooperation in addi-
tion to a love
for science.
Ours are a

+

pretty cool
group of kids
and it is cute
to see the
older kids help
out and teach
the younger
ones. We
have a “beta”
team for peo-
ple who just

want to get their feet
wet and try it out. Sci-
ence Olympiad is com-
prised of teams of up
to 15 kids studying for
23 events involving all

chooses 2-4 events to study and
compete with partners. Contact Ann
Williams or Karen Osborne for the
5th-9th grade teams and Pam Crock-
ford for

informa-

tion on

the high

school

team.

Teams

will be forming
for next year
by fall.

areas of science.
Each team member

"t ((C

Some of our Science Olympiad families went to the Viennese Ball at the Port-
land Art Museum after the State Tournament on Saturday as a kind of Prom for
our high schoolers. We really did have a ball!
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No More Newsletters!

We will be taking a vote at our annual meeting next
fall to change the bylaws so that we are not required
to send out a newsletter. With email and our web-
site, we feel this is an unnecessary step that takes
those of us in leadership away from the tasks we
really care about. This does not preclude someone

from making a newsletter if they want to, but re-
moves the requirement of one.

Those who feel strongly that such a requirement
should be kept will be formed into a committee to
continue it! You have been warned! :-)

Please consider this your last newsletter.

1 )!

We are beginning to plan for next
year. As most of you know we had
heard that St. Matthew Lutheran
Church, where we currently meet,
was considering not renewing our
tenancy for next year. Because of
our increased size, we have begun to
interfere with their use of their own
building and resources. Although
we are still awaiting an answer from
Gateway Community Church where
some of our families attend and
there was some interest from other
smaller churches in the area,
(Thanks to those of you who were
looking on our behalf!), | decided it
might be worthwhile to meet with
our coordinator at St. Matthew's,
Amy Lyall, and see if we could an-
swer their concerns and stay where
we are for next year. Between the
two of us, we were able to come up
with changes that might allow for a
more symbiotic relationship and our
continued tenancy. (We are await-
ing their board’s likely approval the
first of May.)

If we get the expected approval, the
most noticeable change will be that
we will begin meeting on Mondays
next fall. This makes sense because
no one from the church uses the

building on Mondays. Currently, we
meet on their busiest day to finish up
work before Sunday. Having all of us
there making noise and coming in and
out of their office all day is a bit of a
hardship to the secretary as much as
Donna likes us personally.

The next change is that we will need
to cap our growth to 35 families for co-
op. This just makes sense when we
consider that having 11 babies in the
nursery or trying to use another room
for a second nursery is just too much.
How we will accomplish this is that
current EXCEL members will be al-
lowed to register first. Then, if there

is room, we will allow new people in on
a first come, first serve basis. If there
is not room, we will allow people to
sign up on a waiting list until there is
room for them. It will be very impor-
tant for current members to register
on time or they will likely lose their
spot!

The other changes are that we need to
pay more so that we don't cost the
church money in utilities, we need to
purchase our own photocopy machine
and the church will potentially give us
room 22 upstairs to be our locked up
office and supply room. This will free

up the janitor’s closet for the volun-
teer janitor and give us much needed
space to set up shop and leave it set

up.

The EXCEL board is also discussing
having Science Olympiad meet at a
different time than ECHO—probably
ending co-op at 2:10 (4 hours of
classes and lunch) and starting S.O.
at 2:15. Our reasons are to keep
families that come for only S.O. to not
count towards our ECHO limit and to
allow us to fully staff both parts of

our organization. Right now, we have
a personnel shortage in the after-
noons for both S.0. and ECHO, as
well as competition for the older kids’
attention to both areas. (If we offer a
cool older kid class at the same time,
we either steal kids away from S.O.
who want to be on the team anyway
or we don't get enough kids to make
it work. If we don't offer any cool
classes for older kids in the afternoon,
there is nothing for the non-SO kids
to do.) S.O. might meet from 2:15-
4:15. ECHO personnel will need to
leave their classrooms in a picked up,
tidy condition—which they should be
doing already! And we will continue
to pay SO kids to clean the building
afterwards as a fundraiser for them.




